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Professional preparation of the social worker and his effectiveness in
the professional performance of case management
Amin Dabwan Hassan Qaidl
1Department of Social Service, Faculty of Arts and Humanities, Sana‘a
University
amin.7712@gmail.com

Abstract:

The study aimed to identify the level of professional preparation of the
social worker regarding case management and their efficiency in the
professional performance of case management in practice.

The study concluded, that the level of professional preparation of the
social worker on case management is average, while the level of professional
performance of the social worker in case management is also average. Despite
that, the efficiency of the professional preparation in the professional
performance of case management was not achieved, as the level of efficiency
was (0.22) considering that it was less than (0.5). Finally the study had a
proposal to develop the professional preparation of the social worker on case
management.

Key words: Social worker, Professional preparation, Case management,
Professional performance, Efficiency, Skill development
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Article 1128 " Sont nécessaires a la validité d'un contrat : 1-Le consentement des

parties ; 2- Leur capacité de contracter ; 3- Un contenu licite et certain"..
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4 "Alors que, le franchiseur doit remettre a I'autre partie un document des
informations sinceres, qui lui permettent de s’engager en connaissance de cause ;
gu’il doit fournir au candidat a la franchise une présentation sincére et sérieuse du
marché local des produits ou services devant faire I'objet du contrat et des
perspectives de développement de ce marché ; qu’en retenant que Monsieur X...
et la société ECM ne justifient pas d’un quelconque manquement de la société
ASSURTIS au titre de I'information précontractuelle ayant vicié son consentement,
tout en constatant, d’'une part, que le document d’information précontractuelle
adressé avant la conclusion du contrat de franchise “ne comportait pas la
présentation du marché local et ses perspectives de développement pourtant
obligatoires selon les termes de l'article R. 330-1 du Code de commerce”,
“I'information donnée par la remise d’un carte de la région de Bourg en Bresse avec
qguelques chiffres sur la population des communes avoisinantes, le tout d’un
caractere extrémement succinct, n’étant pas celle que ce texte demande au
franchiseur de fournir”, et, d’autre part, que “le transfert du contrat de franchise
par un avenant signé le 18 mars 2008 n’avait pas été précédée de la remise d’un
document d’information précontractuel” si bien que “la société ECM peut invoquer
les manquements de la société ASSURTIS a son obligation d’information
précontractuelle avant la signature de I'avenant”, la Cour d’appel, qui n’a pas tiré
les conséquences légales de ses propres constatations, a violé les articles L. 330-3
et R. 330-1 du Code de commerce, ensemble I'article 1382 du Code civil". Cass.com
du 5 janvier 2016 N° de pourvoi: 14-15700
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> Art. 1122.-"La loi ou le contrat peuvent prévoir un délai de réflexion, qui est le

délai avant I'expiration duquel le destinataire de I'offre ne peut manifester son
acceptation ou un délai de rétractation, qui est le délai avant I’expiration duquel
son bénéficiaire peut rétracter son consentement".
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" " Lorsque le créancier de I'information ne se contente pas d’une indemnisation

et réclame I'annulation du contrat, il se heurte a la nécessité de prouver, dans les
termes du droit commun, que le défaut d’information a vicié son
consentement".V.: CA Paris, pOle 5, ch. 10, 13 févr. 2017, SAS Distribution Casino
France, RG n°15/20233. Concurrences Revue des droits de la concurrence |
Competition Law Review Distribution Chroniques | Concurrences N°2-2017 | pp.
103-113.
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7 L'information précontractuelle due au candidat franchise par le franchiseur ne
se limite pas nécessairement a la liste fournie par L'article R.330-1 du Code de
commerce". Cass, 1lere civ. du 3 novembre 2016, n°15-24886
https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/juri/id/JURITEXT 000 033348286/.
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Conclusion:
At the end of this study, we must conclude with the following results:
First: The advance notification document (FDD/DIP) has a preliminary
function for concluding the final franchise contract. This function is
embodied as one of the documents preceding the contract, which means all
the documents and papers that are submitted in the period of time preceding
the conclusion of the final contract. The preliminary function of this
document - as the first trust relationship between the licensor (franchisee) and
the licensee - requires respecting the legal obligation to inform in the stage
preceding the conclusion of the franchise contract. Second: The advance
notification document (FDD/DIP) is an official and mandatory document, un
document officiel et obligatoire, and it is the strongest legal guarantee for
negotiating the franchise contract. Third: The universality of the franchise
system, as an indirect investment system, requires, as far as the subject of the
advance notification document is concerned, that its provisions (its terms) be

unified, in addition to specifying a unified time for its submission, given the
difference in those provisions in different legal systems.
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A prospective look at the provisions of the advance notice document in
the franchise contract
Researcher: Bashir Hadi Al-Tamimi
Islamic University of Lebanon
info@iul.edu.lb

Abstract

Franchise system is a successful system at the global level for the transfer
of productive projects and the transfer of (know-how/Le savoir-fair) between
all countries of the world, where this system works on the ease of expansion
and spread with less capital for companies giving the concession and provide
the same quality of product and service and under the same brand of
companies granted excellence and here the benefits are realized for both
parties.The Franchisor has to provide its prospective Franchisee with all
information necessary to allow an educated decision-making process. He has
to provide the Franchisee with a pre-contractual information document, *"The
Franchise Disclosure Document (FDD)/Le document d’information
précontractuelle (DIP)" before the signing of the contract, or before any
payment related to it. The document discloses extensive information about
the Franchisor and the franchise organisation which is intended to give to the
potential Franchisee enough information in its decision-making process. The
document shall give truthful information, allowing the Franchisee to commit
to this contract in full knowledge of the business, legal and financial
conditions.
Keywords: provisions - document - contract
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CONCLUSION

The summary of what has been mentioned is that the tongue is double-edged
sword ; for the wise and guided person, it is a tool of goodness and charity, a
means to achieve success and mend the brokenness of the universe. However,
for the rude and foolish, it is a malicious scorpion, a leech that clings to the
flesh of its victim. Therefore, here are some brief reflections on the most
important and severe ailments of the tongue, summarized for you, as what
adorns the neck suffices, The first ailment : associating partners with Allah
Almighty, as the sin of speech can involve shirk, which is the greatest sin in
the sight of Allah, and it includes speaking about Allah without knowledge,
The second ailment : speaking about Allah without knowledge, as this is one
of the gravest sins.
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Abstract

Shedding light on the most important physiological organ in man
through which it is possible to gain closeness to God Almighty or descend to
the depths of Hell. God forbid. Reciting the Qur’an with that physiological
organ also slanders chaste women. Therefore, the afflictions of the tongue are
among the most dangerous afflictions for man, because it is easy for man to
be cautious and beware of Eating forbidden things, injustice, adultery, theft,
drinking alcohol, looking at forbidden things, and other forbidden things, and
it is difficult for him to be careful and guard against the movement of his
tongue, until you see a man referred to as religious, ascetic, and worshiping,
and he speaks words out of God’s displeasure, not paying attention to them.
He will fall into Hell for seventy years, and as you can see from a man who
abstains from immorality and injustice, his tongue is cut off, and he is
slaughtered in honor of the living and the dead, and he does not care about
what he says, and there is no power or strength except in God, the Most High,
the Great.
Keywords: tongue, negative, positive, Quranic concept
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CONCLUSION

After this beautiful and enjoyable tour in the holy prophetic gardens
and in an important topic of the prophetic biography that is full of valuable
lessons and precious pearls, which is the topic of the smile of the Prophet
(PBUH), that smile that makes us feel love and mercy if we see it in the faces
of our brothers, friends and those around us, so how if we see it in the face of
the master of creation and the messenger of heaven, Muhammad, the truthful
and trustworthy, may God bless him and his pure family, we ask God not to
deprive us of looking at that smiling, radiant face and to gather us with him
under his blessed shadow, and through the study we can say that we reached
a set of results which are as follows:

1- The smile of the Prophet (PBUH) was an important part of his blessed
personality that was beloved by those who saw it whether before or
after Islam, as it is a smile expressing hope and optimism with all the
fluctuations, developments and transitions in life from one state to
another, so he (PBUH) met every situation and event with hope,
optimism and good faith.

2- The bright smile that was drawn on the face of the Prophet (PBUH)
had a great impact on the souls of his companions, as it increased their
love for the person of the Prophet (PBUH) and hope in facing
difficulties if they encountered them, so they thought well of God
Almighty a lot because of the prophetic support for them, by
reminding them of God Almighty, the Last Day and Paradise.
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3- The Prophet (PBUH) used to smile a lot to teach Muslims the culture of
smiling, so that they would be reassured and happy in this life filled with
harsh stations, as it requires a heart reassured of meeting God Almighty and
patience in hardships, and optimism that this world is a transitional station
and that the Hereafter is the abode of eternity, so it does not deserve for a
person to be sad in it to the point of panic, nor does it deserve for a person to
live it with a frown and a scowl, but rather the smile is the cure for its pains
and dealing with its problems, the Prophet (PBUH) wanted happiness for us
without a price, just be smiling and you will find life as a whole happy.

4- The Prophet (PBUH) teaches us that smiling is a useful policy in dealing
with others, whether at home, work or gatherings. It is important in the
markets, with friends and with strangers, at all times and places and with
every person. In conclusion, I say let us all smile, as there is nothing in life
worth misery and sadness, knowing that God Almighty created us in this
world for worship and saved us Paradise for happiness. So we must be happy
from now on. Praise be to God for sending us a Messenger who teaches us
how to live and why to live. Praise be to God, Lord of the Worlds, and prayers
and peace be upon His faithful Messenger and his chosen family.
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Smile in the life of the Messenger Muhammad, may God bless him and
his family and grant them peace, a historical and analytical study
Ms. Noura Awad Taftaf Al-Hajjaj
University of Thi Qar / College of Arts
nooraataftaf@gmail.com

Abstract:
The Prophet (PBUH) is the most prominent figure in Islamic history in

particular and world history in general. He has overwhelmed the world with his many
influences in knowledge and action, and has become a reference in many aspects of
life, including in the field of social education, for which he employed various means,
including the smile, that means that many may not pay attention to, but it is very
great in its effect on souls. Therefore, the Prophet (PBUH) smiled a lot, so his
companions loved him and melted in his love and devotion to obeying him with
everything they possessed, even their souls, which they offered to him and felt
shortcoming in front of him. Yes, it was his smile that made them feel reassured and

safe when they saw his blessed face

Keywords: Prophet, smile, Islam.
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Conclusion

The rehabilitation exercises inside the aquatic environment that the
experimental group underwent during the research for women aged (48-55)
years were finding it difficult to move the major organs (legs and trunk) and
problems with the movement of the minor organs (fingers, hands) as it helped
and contributed to improving the health and psychological condition and
dealing with pain and increasing the range of movement of the affected

It had an impact on the aquatic therapeutic approach and regular attendance
at the sessions that were subjected to. There was a noticeable progress in these
variables, which indicates a noticeable progress in these variables and that the
properties of water that control pain through a direct effect and control pain
when practicing aquatic exercises and that the use of aquatic therapeutic
exercises inside the water made women less in weight and reduced pressure
on the joints, the severity of pain during the exercise and not feeling pain and
that the pressure exerted on the body from the water is equal from all
directions and the use of exercises for some psychological characteristics,
getting used to the water and removing the factor of fear and anxiety and
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buoyancy and relaxation, as awareness increased and the benefits and values
of aquatic exercises spread.
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""The effectiveness of using aquatic therapeutic exercises on some
psychological characteristics and its relationship to the severity of pain
in rehabilitating patients with knee joint osteoarthritis"
Researchers
Dr. Abeer Rajab Masoud Issa
Mr. Nidal Ibrahim Ahmed Abu Sheba
Mr. Fathi Mansour Mohamed Naji

Abstract

Research objectives: It aims to: Identify some psychological

characteristics (anxiety - fear) among patients with knee joint osteoarthritis. -
Knowledge of pain severity in knee joint patients
-The relationship of psychological traits with pain severity to rehabilitate knee
joint patients(
Research method: The researchers used the experimental method because it
is appropriate for the nature of the research from one group. Research sample:
The research sample was chosen intentionally and the research sample
included (8) women with knee joint pain severity whose ages ranged between
(48-55) years

-Conclusions -There is no relationship in the pre-measurement between the
trait of fear and anxiety with the severity of knee joint pain. -There is a
relationship between the trait of fear and the severity of knee joint pain, while
there is no relationship between the trait of anxiety and the severity of knee
joint pain in the post-measurement.

-There are differences between the pre-measurement and the post-
measurement, the arithmetic mean and the standard deviation in
psychological traits (fear - anxiety), the range of motion and the severity of
knee joint pain, in favor of the post-measurement.

Keywords: Aquatic therapy exercises - Psychological characteristics -
Patients with knee joint disease
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CONCLUSION

In conclusion, it is clear that the media plays a pivotal role in shaping
the public's perception of sports and athletes. What they report and how they
present sporting events has a significant impact on the perception of the
audience.

When the media covers sports objectively and impartially, and focuses
on the positive values and aspects of sports, it contributes to building a
positive image in society. Conversely, when media coverage tends to focus
on scandals, it contributes to building a negative image of sport.

Therefore, the media has a great responsibility to maintain the integrity
of sport and convey its true image to the public. It is also important for the
public to analyse what they receive in the media, as it is a complementary
relationship between media responsibility and public awareness to build a
positive image of sport in society as a whole.

Recommendations of the study:

= The media should be objective and impartial in their coverage of
sporting events and avoid bias and exaggeration.

* Enhance the role of the media in highlighting sports values and
principles such as sportsmanship and integrity.

= Developing sports media content that encourages sportsmanship by
providing sporting role models for youth.

* Involve experts and specialists in the sports field in the process of
producing media content, to ensure that information is accurate and
objectively analysed.

= Encourage the public to analyse the sports information they receive
from the media.
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= Encourage cooperation between sports organisations and the media

to ensure transparency and credibility in the coverage of sporting
events.
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The impact of the media on the image of sport in society
fella Bouali
National Institute for Research in Education.Algeria
fella-bonita@hotmail.fr

Abstract:

The relation between the media and sports is characterised by
interdependence and cooperation, as the latter plays an important role in shaping the
sports image within society, which is reflected in the formation of sports values and
culture, and the power of the media lies in its ability to influence public opinion,
change behaviours and create new attitudes.

Therefore, the media should be responsible in their coverage of sporting events and
publishing images, by focusing on promoting positive values in society to build a
healthy and diverse sporting community that encourages participation, respect and
sportsmanship.
This paper aims to shed light on how the media influences and shapes the image of
sport in society.

.Keywords: Sports Image; Media; Influence; Coordination; Sports values.
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CONCLUSION

Individuals' interest in political issues and then in political participation
comes through information that provides them with a good amount of
political awareness. Modern media, especially new media, play an important
role in providing the individual with information related to political affairs
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and thus directing his behavior towards political participation. One of the
most important features of new media is that it sheds light on issues that
traditional media was unable to address. New media was also able to present
and discuss information, ideas and issues that were not allowed to be
addressed in the past.
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Abstract :

The new media, in all its forms, represents one of the manifestations of interaction
within the framework of modern communication and information technology, and it
has played an important and significant role in promoting political contribution and
shaping public opinion trends. The new media considered an effective means of
communication that allows communities to send ideas and discuss their political and
social issues, sent to new horizons overcoming all spatial bounders. This study deals
with the issue of political contribution and the formation of public opinion and
attempts to answer a major question : What is the role of the new media in promoting
political contribution and shaping public opinion trends in Sudan ? The significance
of this study resides in the fact that it discusses an important and vital topic for a
wide part of the public with increased exposure of all parts of society to new media
and the dissemination, manipulation, and discussion of political information,
especially with the major changes that occurred in political life in Sudan after the
December 2018 revolution. The study aims at identifying the role of the new media
in developing and strengthening political contribution in Sudan. The researchers
adopt the description analytical method via social survey. Sample selected through
a purposive sample from the original community. A questionnaire is the main tool
for collecting data related to the study.

Keywords : new media - political contribution - exposure - trends - public opinion.
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Conclusion:

This study explores the integration between law and artificial intelligence
(AI) technology, marking a significant development in both legal and
technological fields due to their profound mutual influence. This integration
serves as a foundational element for safeguarding individual rights and
promoting justice. The research thoroughly examines the essential principles
of law, technology, and Al, highlighting their historical interplay and the
crucial roles played by Al technologies—such as drones, smart phones, smart
applications, and robots—in advancing legal practices and benefiting
humanity.

Al has introduced novel techno-legal concepts, such as electronic contracts
and digital evidence, previously unrecognized in legal contexts. In the
judiciary, innovations like electronic trials and Al-driven judges have
emerged, while comprehensive legal databases have revolutionized legal
research, facilitating easier access to laws and judicial decisions. These
advancements have significantly enhanced procedural efficiency and the
delivery of justice.

Nevertheless, the dual-edged nature of Al is apparent as it is sometimes
exploited for illegal purposes, including cyber fraud and extortion. Such
misuse necessitates robust legal frameworks. Legislators, including those in
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Jordan, have tackled these challenges by criminalizing such acts through
amendments to existing legislation or the enactment of new laws, exemplified
by the Cybercrime Law, Civil Aviation Law, and Data Protection Law. These
measures have demonstrated effectiveness against Al-related crimes, as
reinforced by judicial rulings that underscore the efforts of judges and
legislators in confronting these issues. Ultimately, this integration fosters the
overarching goals of justice and societal benefit, underscoring the necessity
of continual adaptation and vigilance in response to evolving technological
landscapes.

First: In light of the above, we reached the following conclusions:

1. The integration of law and Al technology, based on mutual influence,
impacts individuals and society in various aspects, most notably in
achieving justice and protecting individual rights and privacy, among
others.

2. Al technology, in its various forms, is characterized by continuous and
rapid development.

3. Al technology has significantly influenced the law, whether through
different applications like the electronic judge and electronic court, or
through newly coined techno-legal terms like electronic evidence.

4. AI technology is a double-edged sword with many benefits for
humanity, yet it has shown a negative side when exploited by
criminals to commit crimes.

5. Maintaining the advantages of progress in Al technology requires the
legislature to intervene firmly through laws to criminalize any illegal
transgressions.

6. The Jordanian legislator has played a significant role in addressing
crimes committed through this technology by issuing several laws that
address these crimes or amending existing legal provisions.

7. Despite the immense benefits of integrating law and Al technology,
many challenges have emerged that confront this integration.

Second: In light of the above, I present the following suggestions and
recommendations:
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1. Legislators should continuously monitor and stay abreast of ongoing
developments in Al technology, utilizing these advancements, and
making the necessary amendments or enacting new laws to address
these changes as required.

2. Al technology should be strategically invested in to enhance various
legal domains, including legislative, judicial, and research sectors.

3. The advancements in Al technology should be harnessed to benefit
humanity.

4. Legislators should strive to establish clear legal frameworks
addressing liability for crimes committed using Al technology.

Joint committees comprising legal experts and Al technology specialists
should be formed to facilitate the exchange and sharing of expertise and
opinions on pertinent issues.
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Integration between Law and Al Technology
Dr. Amjad Sauod AL-Khrisha
Member Of Teaching Staff at Sultan Qaboos Academy For Police
Sciences / Police College
Amjad_khrisah123@yahoo.com

Abstract:
This research investigates the integration of law and artificial intelligence (Al)

technology, focusing on their mutual influence and potential to benefit humanity. It
addresses the basic concepts of technology, law, and AIl, and the historical
development of their relationship. Various Al technologies, such as drones,
smartphones, robots, smart applications, etc., are highlighted for their roles in
creating legal tools like electronic courts and judges. The misuse of Al for illegal
activities has led to legislative action, presenting challenges and benefits such as
regulatory complexity, enforcement, and ethical dilemmas, balanced by increased
safety, legal clarity, and innovation. The study analyzes the law-Al relationship and
proposes recommendations for effective integration, using Jordanian legislation as
a case study. The research concludes with findings and recommendations for

harmonizing law and Al to enhance societal benefits.

Keywords: Technology, Artificial Intelligence, Law, Integration.
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Challenges and Opportunities of Cloud Accounting Systems
Implementation in Libyan Banks (Field Study)
Dr. Masoud Ali Graifa
Assistant Professor, Accounting Department / Libya Open
University.(L.O.U)
Mswdbnly9@gmail.com

Abstract:
This research aims to explore the challenges and opportunities

associated with implementing cloud accounting systems in Libyan banks. It
focuses on how these systems impact the efficiency of accounting processes,
enhance the quality of financial disclosure, and improve data security and
protection. Data protection is considered one of the most significant
cybersecurity threats and challenges in utilizing cloud systems. Additionally,
banks face difficulties in updating their infrastructure to meet the
requirements of these systems. Cloud systems contribute to simplifying
accounting processes and increasing operational efficiency. Finally, this
research highlights the importance of digital transformation in the Libyan
banking sector and how cloud systems can play a fundamental role in
improving financial and administrative performance.

Keywords: Cloud information systems, cloud accounting, banking data.
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Résumé

Le document analyse Iimpact historique et contemporain du
mouvement du « christianisme musclé ». Né en Angleterre au XIXe siecle, il
a émergé dans un contexte de révolution industrielle et de changements
sociaux. Figures comme Charles Kingsley et Thomas Hughes ont promu ce
courant qui valorise la discipline physique au service de la foi chrétienne,
influencant des institutions telles que le YMCA et les Boy Scouts. Cependant,
ce mouvement a aussi été critiqué pour son lien avec le nationalisme et
I'impérialisme, et sa focalisation sur la virilité peut entrer en contradiction
avec certaines valeurs chrétiennes. Aujourd'hui, méme si le terme est moins
utilisé, ses principes continuent d'inspirer le sport moderne, appelant a une
réflexion sur I'éthique, la force et I'inclusivité.

Mots clés : Christianisme musclé ; Discipline physique ; Nationalisme ;
Ethique sportive.

Introduction

Le sport a toujours été une composante essentielle de la civilisation
humaine, remplissant des fonctions variées, de [I'unité sociale a
I'épanouissement personnel. Depuis I'Antiquité, ou les athlétes concouraient
dans des sanctuaires comme celui d'Olympie en Gréce, jusqu'aux stades
modernes, le sport a joué un réle central dans I'expression des valeurs
humaines. Mais au-dela de ses bienfaits physiques et de son réle social, le

"Auteur correspondant: Béarcia Sabah, E-mail: s.bearcia@univ-dbkm.dz
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sport est souvent imbriqué dans des systéemes de croyances religieuses et
philosophiques.

Le sport, a travers I’histoire, a souvent été plus qu’une simple activité
physique. Les premiéres compétitions sportives, comme les Jeux Olympiques
de la Gréce antique, étaient des rituels religieux destinés a honorer les dieux.
Par exemple, en Inde, les arts martiaux et la gymnastique étaient utilisés pour
préparer le corps a la méditation spirituelle dans le cadre de I’hindouisme.
Dans I’Islam, I’exercice physique était recommandé pour renforcer le corps
et préeparer les fidéles au jene et a la priére. De telles traditions montrent que
le sport et la religion sont depuis longtemps interconnectés.

Ainsi, dans les sociétés anciennes, les compétitions sportives étaient
souvent un hommage aux dieux, comme en témoignent les Jeux olympiques,
organisés en I'honneur de Zeus. Dans le christianisme, la vision du sport a
évolué au fil des siécles, en passant de la méfiance des premiers Peres de
’Eglise, comme Tertullien (160-240), qui voyait le stade comme un lieu de
vice, a une vision plus positive ou le sport devient un outil d'éducation morale.
Cette vision s'incarne particulierement dans le concept de « christianisme
musclé » qui, au X1Xe siécle, redéfinit la relation entre foi et sport.

Le « christianisme musclé » est un mouvement religieux qui a redéfini
la relation entre le corps, la foi et la moralité. Il continue d’influencer le sport
contemporain a travers les athlétes et les organisations qui véhiculent ces
idéaux dans leurs pratiques. Le « christianisme musclé », un mouvement né
en Angleterre sous 1’influence de figures comme Charles Kingsley (1819-
1875) et Thomas Hughes (1822-1896), combine force physique et éthique
chrétienne. Il prone I’idée que ’exercice physique peut étre utilisé pour
promouvoir les valeurs chrétiennes de virilite, de discipline et de protection
des plus faibles. Cet article explore en profondeur l'origine, I'impact et les
répercussions contemporaines de ce mouvement, et pose la question de savoir
si le christianisme musclé a encore sa place dans le sport moderne.
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I. Origines historiques et culturelles du « christianisme musclé »
1.1 Le contexte du XIXe siécle en Angleterre

Le «christianisme musclé » a émergé dans un contexte de
changements sociaux profonds. Avec la révolution industrielle, les modes de
vie se transformaient radicalement. L'urbanisation rapide avait conduit a des
problemes de santé publique et a des conditions de vie précaires pour les
ouvriers des centres industriels (Merriman).

A cette époque ou I'Angleterre est en pleine mutation, la révolution
industrielle transforme non seulement I'économie, mais aussi les modes de
vie. Les villes se développent rapidement, avec des millions de travailleurs
migrant vers les centres industriels. Cependant, cette urbanisation rapide
entraine des problémes de santé publique, avec des conditions de travail
difficiles, une mauvaise alimentation et peu d'acces a I'exercice physique. En
ce temps-1a, le sport est principalement réservé aux classes sociales aisées,
pratiqué dans les universités et les clubs prives (Vance).

Face a cette situation, un certain nombre de réformateurs sociaux,
souvent de confession chrétienne, commencent a s'intéresser a I'amélioration
des conditions de vie des travailleurs et ont cherché a redonner une structure
morale aux jeunes hommes urbains délaissés. C’est dans ce contexte que
I’écrivain anglais et cofondateur du « socialisme chrétien » Charles Kingsley
(Dictionnaire) juriste, réformateur, romancier, pasteur anglican et écrivain
prolifique et Thomas Hughes avocat et auteur (Britannica) ont développé le
« christianisme musclé ». Ces réformateurs sociaux chrétiens cherchaient a
offrir une structure morale et physique aux jeunes hommes de la classe
ouvriére, souvent marginalisés par la société en mutation. Charles Kingsley
ainsi que Thomas Hughes sont deux figures clés de ce mouvement. Ils
constatent que les jeunes hommes des classes populaires manquent de
structure et d’encadrement moral dans une société en mutation. Le
« christianisme musclé » devient alors un moyen de répondre a ces besoins,
en proposant le sport comme une voie vers la rédemption spirituelle et
physique (Vance).

Pour désigner cette foi militante d’abord engagée dans ce monde, les
anglicans, au XIXe siécle, parlaient d’un « christianisme musclé ». Le
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théologien Gregory Baum (1923-2017), dans son livre « Vérités et
pertinence » et presque tous les théologiens qu’il présente, cultive cette foi
agissante, en insistant pour dire que leur élan provient « de [’action d’une
grace salvatrice » (Cornellier).

1.2. Influence des idées chrétiennes sur la masculinité

La Révolution industrielle arrache les ouvriers a leurs paroisses,
pousse vers les villes, soumet a la tentation et livre au mal ; mais le
christianisme du X1Xe siécle ne saurait les intéresser ; il est trop intériorise,
trop romantique, trop sentimental, trop mievre, trop doux et, méme, trop
«féminin» (Bauer).

Le XIXe siecle a vu la montée de la critique d'une religion percue
comme féminine et pacifique, tandis que le « christianisme musclé » remettait
en avant les valeurs masculines de force, d'endurance et d’action. Hughes et
Kingsley, influencés par la littérature chrétienne et les écrits bibliques,
prénaient une foi active, ou la force physique et le corps servaient de véhicule
a la mission divine (Dictionnaire).

Cette critique croissante de ce qui était percu comme la féminisation
du christianisme, notamment en raison de la présence majoritaire des femmes
dans les églises et I’accent mis sur des vertus comme la douceur et I'humilité.
Kingsley et Hughes ont réagi en mettant en avant des valeurs plus masculines,
telles que la force physique et la discipline, que le sport pouvait incarner. Ils
prénaient une foi visible et active, ou les hommes utilisaient leur force
physique pour accomplir des ceuvres morales (Dictionnaire).

A cette époque, la fréquentation des églises était principalement
féminine, et les valeurs chrétiennes mettaient l'accent sur la douceur,
I'numilité et la compassion, des qualités pergues comme plus associées aux
femmes. Les partisans du « christianisme musclé » ont cherché a réintroduire
des valeurs percues comme masculines, telles que la virilité, la force et
I'action, dans la pratique religieuse. Pour eux, la foi ne devait pas seulement
étre intérieure, mais aussi visible et active a travers des actions concretes, y
compris l'exercice physique (Bauer).

246



Journal Wisdom pour les Etudes et la Recherche Volume04 Numéro07(21)30/12/2024
ISSN print/ 2769-1926 ISSN online/ 2769-1934

1.3. La vision du corps comme instrument divin

Le corps, dans le « christianisme musclé », était percu comme un outil
de Dieu pour accomplir des missions morales. En suivant I'enseignement de
I'apbtre Paul (9-67 ap. J.C.), qui déclarait dans la premiere lettre aux
Corinthiens : « Je traite durement mon corps et je 1’endurcis, de peur d’étre
disqualifié aprés avoir préché aux autres » (Premiere épitre aux Corinthiens
9:27) et les Jésuites ont intégré I’exercice dans leur programme d’éducation :
«Un esprit sain dans un corps sain » (Bauer). Les partisans du mouvement
encourageaient la discipline physique pour éviter les péchés de la chair et
renforcer la spiritualité. Le « christianisme musclé » se distingue ainsi par sa
conception du corps comme un outil divin pour accomplir des ceuvres justes.
Kingsley, dans ses sermons, encourageait ses fideles a « traiter durement leur
corps et I’endurcir », citant I’ap6tre Paul (Peterson).

Cette idée d'endurance physique au service d'une cause morale est au
cceur du « christianisme musclé ».

I1. Développement et diffusion du christianisme musclé

I1.1. Le role du YMCA et son expansion dans le Royaume-Uni et aux
Etats-Unis

La Young Men's Christian Association (YMCA), est fondée a Londres
en 1844, implantée a Montréal et a Boston en 1851, elle n'a acquis une
importance culturelle qu'en 1857. Elle est I'une des premiéres organisations a
mettre en pratique les idéaux du « christianisme musclé ». La YMCA visait a
offrir un cadre sOr aux jeunes hommes des classes ouvriéres, souvent tentés
par les dangers de la vie urbaine, pour les aider a développer leur foi
chrétienne tout en pratiquant des activités physiques. Les gymnases YMCA
se multiplient rapidement & travers le Royaume-Uni et les Etats-Unis, offrant
aux jeunes hommes un espace pour renforcer leur corps tout en recevant des
enseignements religieux et inculquant des valeurs chrétiennes (Peterson).

Sous l'influence de Dwight L. Moody (1837-1899), un prédicateur
évangélique américain, la YMCA a pris encore plus d’ampleur et devient un
centre majeur du « christianisme musclé » aux Etats-Unis. Moody croyait
fermement que I'athlétisme et la foi pouvaient aller de pair et que les jeunes
hommes pouvaient étre conduits a Christ a travers des activités sportives. Il
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voyait dans le sport un moyen d'attirer les jeunes hors des tentations de la ville
moderne, en particulier les tavernes et autres lieux de perdition, et de les
ramener dans le giron de I'Eglise. Il croyait que I'athlétisme pouvait étre une
voie d’acces a la foi chrétienne, permettant aux jeunes hommes de renforcer
leur moralité tout en évitant les vices urbains comme l'alcool et les jeux de
hasard. Il a ainsi promu l'ouverture de gymnases et de terrains de sport dans
les grandes villes américaines (Peterson).

11.2. Influence du christianisme musclé dans la fondation des Boy Scouts
et d'autres mouvements éducatifs

Outre la YMCA, le « christianisme musclé » a également influencé la
création des Boy Scouts et d’autres mouvements éducatifs pour la jeunesse.
Les Boy Scouts, fondés par Robert Baden-Powell (1857-1941) en 1907,
incarnaient parfaitement I'idéal du « christianisme musclé ». Baden-Powell,
un ancien officier de I'armée britannique, croyait que lI'exercice physique et
les activités de plein air pouvaient former des jeunes hommes robustes, a la
fois dans leur corps et dans leur moralité. La devise des Scouts « Be
Prepared » - (Sois Prét) (Scoutspédia) « Toujours prét », reflétait I’esprit du
« christianisme musclé » : un homme doit étre prét a servir, a défendre les
plus faibles et & mener une vie exemplaire fondée sur des principes chrétiens.
Voici ce que Baden-Powell en dit : « Cela signifie que vous devez avoir
I’esprit et le corps toujours en état de faire votre devoir. Préts pour ce qui de
’esprit : parce que vous vous serez donné a vous-méme la discipline qui
permet d’obéir a n’importe quel ordre, et aussi parce que vous aurez d’avance
penseé a tous les accidents et a toutes les situations qui peuvent se présenter ;
ainsi vous saurez au moment voulu ce qu’il y a a faire et vous serez disposés
a le faire. Préts, pour ce qui est du corps, parce que vous vous serez rendu
forts, actifs, capable de faire au bon moment I’action qu’il faut faire et que
vous la ferez » (scouts).

Ce modéle éducatif a rapidement essaimé a travers le monde,
influencant la formation morale et physique de millions de jeunes hommes
dans des contextes variés. Aux Etats-Unis, la Christian Service Brigade,
fondée dans les années 1930, visait également a offrir aux jeunes hommes un
cadre chrétien pour développer leur foi a travers I'athlétisme, les randonnées
et d'autres activités de plein air (Brigade).
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11.3. Diffusion mondiale

Thomas Hughes a écrit : « Les chrétiens musclés s‘accrochent a la
vieille croyance chevaleresque et chrétienne selon laquelle le corps d'un
homme lui est donné pour étre formé et soumis, puis utilisé pour la protection
des faibles, I'avancement de toutes les causes justes et la soumission de la
terre que Dieu a donnée aux enfants des hommes » (citer par Peterson).
L’idéal du «christianisme musclé » célébrait 1’effort physique, la
camaraderie et la détermination et mettait 1’accent sur la virilité, la moralité,
la santé et le patriotisme. Dans ces écrits, le corps humain masculin était une
métaphore des corps sociaux, nationaux et religieux. Un homme doit
discipliner son corps physiquement et moralement pour devenir sain et
influent ; de la méme maniére, un pays doit affirmer son contrdle sur les forces
socialement perturbatrices afin de devenir une grande et sainte nation. Par
conséquent, les objectifs des chrétiens musclés n’étaient pas avant tout
individuels mais communautaires : leur tache était de soumettre la culture et
de la rendre plus chrétienne. Inspirés par ce mouvement, les revivalistes
urbains victoriens ont cherché a évangéliser la nation, en diffusant I'Evangile
et les valeurs civilisatrices de la culture de la classe moyenne qui
I'accompagnent (Peterson).

Le « christianisme musclé » a largement dépassé 1’ Angleterre et les
Etats-Unis. Dans les colonies britanniques, par exemple, les missionnaires
utilisaient le sport pour évangéliser et « civiliser » les peuples colonisés. Dans
ces contextes, le sport était souvent percu comme un moyen d'inculquer des
valeurs occidentales, voire comme une forme de domination culturelle
(Peterson).

I11. Le « christianisme musclé » dans le sport moderne
I11.1. Le roéle des athlétes dans I’expression de la foi

Aujourd'hui, bien que le terme « christianisme musclé » ne soit plus
aussi courant, ses principes continuent d'influencer de nombreux athlétes qui
utilisent le sport comme une plateforme pour exprimer leur foi. Que ce soit
par des gestes comme prier avant un match, faire le signe de croix ou
remercier Dieu apres une victoire, la foi religieuse joue un réle important dans
le parcours de certains sportifs. Des athletes comme I’ Américain Tim Tebow
(1987-....), joueur de football américain, sont devenus célébres non
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seulement pour leurs exploits sportifs, mais aussi pour I'expression publique
de leur foi (football).

Aujourd'hui, des athlétes incarnent encore les principes du
« christianisme musclé ». Tebow est célébre non seulement pour ses
compétences en football américain, mais aussi pour sa foi profondément
exprimée a travers des gestes publics comme la priére sur le terrain. Pour lui,
le sport est un moyen de glorifier Dieu et de témoigner de sa foi (sport).
L’exemple de Tebow, qui s’agenouille souvent pour prier sur le terrain,
incarne I’idée que la force physique peut étre mise au service de la foi. Il se
rend également célébre pour étre une personnalité particuliere, notamment
par I'expression répétée et originale de sa foi, sur sa manche et de facon plus
controversee, sur le terrain (sport).

De la méme maniére, des athletes, avant lui, comme le britannique
Eric Liddell (1902-1945), qui a refusé de s'aligner sur 100 métres aux Jeux
olympiques de 1924, car la finale a lieu un dimanche (Largue), ont montré
que pour certains, la foi prime sur la compétition sportive, méme au plus haut
niveau. D’autres athlétes illustrent aussi cette tendance ou la foi prime sur les
performances sportives, méme au plus haut niveau.

I11.2. L’impact du « christianisme musclé » dans le sport universitaire et
professionnel

111.2.1. I’influence dans le sport universitaire

L’influence du « christianisme musclé » peut également étre vue dans
les ligues sportives universitaires, particuliérement aux Etats-Unis. Les
programmes sportifs des universités chrétiennes pronent souvent une
philosophie ou la pratique sportive est un moyen d'apprentissage de la
discipline morale. Par exemple, des programmes comme Athletes in Action,
une organisation chrétienne fondée en 1966, visent a former des athlétes en
mettant l'accent sur l'intégration de la foi chrétienne dans leur pratique
sportive (Finances). Ces athletes sont encouragés a vivre selon des principes
moraux stricts, tels que 1’honnéteté, la discipline et le respect des autres.

Dans le milieu universitaire ameéricain, d’autres organisations
continuent de proner le « christianisme musclé ». Elles enseignent aux
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athletes a utiliser leurs talents sportifs pour servir Dieu, en insistant sur la
discipline physique et morale.

111.2.2. Les équipes professionnelles et la foi

Dans le sport professionnel, des équipes comme les Saints de la
Nouvelle-Orléans, fondée en 1966 mais officialisée en 1967 (Orléans), ou les
Cowboys de Dallas née en 1960 (Cowboys), connues pour avoir des joueurs
affichant publiquement leur foi, montrent que la spiritualité et le sport de haut
niveau peuvent coexister. Dans certaines équipes, des cultes religieux sont
organisés avant ou apres les matchs, renforgant 1’idée que le sport peut étre
un vecteur de spiritualité active (Mcleod, p. 34).

Ainsi, les Saints de la Nouvelle-Orléans, organisent, parfois, des
cultes religieux avant ou apres les matchs. Cela montre que, méme dans le
sport de haut niveau, la spiritualité peut jouer un réle central. Des équipes
organisent des services religieux pour renforcer la foi de leurs joueurs
(Mcleod, p. 29).

IV. Critiques et limites du « christianisme musclé »
IV.1. La tentation de la vanité et de I’orgueil

Le christianisme entretient un rapport compliqué avec la force, avec
les muscles. Le corps lui a souvent fait peur. De quoi est-il capable ? Ou peut-
il nous emmener ? Par crainte des risques, on a préféré que 1’esprit domine.
Ce qui n’exclut pas P’effort physique, mais le subordonne a un but, a une
morale. Le christianisme regarde le sport avec méfiance. L’apo6tre Paul aimait
a comparer le croyant a un athléte, mais son collegue Tertullien qualifiait le
stade de «satanodrome». Mais il faut savoir qu’a la fin du Ile siécle de notre
ere, les chrétiens étaient souvent dans I’aréne pour une seule discipline : la
lutte a mains nues contre des lions ou des ours (Bauer).

Le «christianisme musclé », malgré ses idéaux nobles, n’est pas
exempt de critiques. L une des principales objections concerne le risque de
transformer le corps en une idole. Dans une société de plus en plus centrée
sur I’apparence physique, certains craignent que le culte de la force physique
ne mene a la vanité, contraire aux principes d'humilité prénés par le
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christianisme. L’entrainement intensif du corps, lorsqu’il devient une fin en
soi, peut entrer en contradiction avec les valeurs chrétiennes de modération et
de simplicité. Comme I'a exprimé un théologien moderne, « Si nous attachons
davantage d'importance a notre apparence physique qu'a notre relation avec
Dieu, notre corps devient une idole » (Questions).

IV.2. Le nationalisme et I’'impérialisme associés au « christianisme
musclé »

Une autre critique historique du « christianisme musclé » réside dans
son association avec 1’impérialisme et le nationalisme. A I’époque
victorienne, les partisans du « christianisme musclé » voyaient dans la
vigueur physique des jeunes hommes un moyen de renforcer I'Empire
britannique. Cette idéologie servait a justifier I'expansion coloniale en
promouvant I’idée que les Britanniques étaient naturellement plus forts, tant
physiqguement que moralement, que les peuples colonisés. Le sport, en
particulier les compétitions internationales, devenait un moyen d’affirmer la
suprématie de la culture occidentale, un aspect du « christianisme musclé »
qui a attiré des critiques pour son lien avec une vision raciste et paternaliste
du monde (Darbon).

Esprit fort plutét que subtil, Kingsley considérait I'activité
intellectuelle comme un pendant de l'activité physique. En pratique, ce
dernier pourrait parfois éclipser le premier, notamment dans sa justification
du conflit armé et de I’expansion impériale. Ce conflit et cette expansion
faisaient partie d'une vision raciste et providentialiste de la mission de
I'’Angleterre de soumettre le monde. La définition de « Anglais » de Kingsley
incluait les colons écossais et anglais du Canada, d'Australie et de Nouvelle-
Zélande, ainsi que les citoyens des Etats-Unis, qui ont accueilli Kingsley en
héros lors de sa tournée dans leur pays en 1874 (Conlin).

Dans la seconde moitié du X1Xe siecle et le début du XXe, la référence
a I’Empire est omniprésente au sein des public schools. D’aucuns disent que
si I’on demande ce que la « chrétienté musculaire » a réalise, 1’on évoquer
I’Empire. L’Empire n’aurait jamais ét¢ €difi¢ par une génération d’idéalistes
et de logiciens. La vigueur physique est aussi indispensable que la vigueur
mentale a la conservation de I’Empire. Il faut savoir que pour de nombreux
Victoriens et Edouardiens il existait un lien évident entre le développement
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de I’endurance, de la solidité et du courage sur les terrains de jeu anglais et la
capacité a coloniser en Australie, a évangéliser en Afrique et a guerroyer en
Birmanie (Darbon, p. 28).

L’expansion de I’Empire britannique, a cette époque, entraine un
besoin de recrutement qui passe par les universites et les écoles militaires et
donc par les public schools ou le lien entre la pratique sportive et I’Empire est
constamment réaffirmé. 11 ne s’agit pas de prétendre que les qualités
académiques étaient totalement négligées dans le recrutement a I ’Indian Civil
Service ou au Sudan Political Service, mais les chrétiens musculaires y font
une entrée en force (Darbon, p. 33).

Partout ou ils s'installaient, les sujets de la Couronne reconstituaient,
pour rendre leur déracinement plus supportable, une part de leur identité
d'origine, notamment a travers les sports qu'ils avaient pratiqués des leur
passage dans les écoles et universités britanniques. Cette « chrétienté
musculaire » incarnait un « modele de civilisation ». Dés qu’un groupe de
Britanniques se retrouvait sur une terre étrangere, l'organisation de rencontres
sportives devenait un moyen privilégié de préserver leurs liens avec la
métropole et de réactiver leur identité culturelle, dans la continuité de leur
formation dans les public schools et les universités. Les diplomés de ces
institutions sont ensuite partis a Oxford et Cambridge, et de 1a, le soldat, le
fonctionnaire ou 1’homme d’affaires britannique, plein de vitalité, s'est
dispersé a Vancouver, Madras, Cape Town ou Melbourne, emportant avec lui
la passion pour les sports modernes. Cependant, la maniére dont cette
diffusion se déroulait dépendait évidemment du statut de chaque territoire.
(Darbon, p. 22).

V. Le sport, miroir des croyances modernes
V.1. Quand le sport dévoile la religion cachée des sociétés modernes

Le sport devient un révélateur montrant que les sociétés modernes,
malgré leur caractére laic et rationnel, conservent une dimension religieuse
dissimulée sous des discours et pratiques objectives, neutres, rationnelles et
mesurables. Les ethnologues devraient donc s'intéresser a ces nouvelles
formes de « religions » modernes, telles que celles de la communication ou
de I’économie triomphante, plutét que de tenter de réintroduire du religieux
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la ou il ne représente qu'un simple épiphénoméne (Turpin). Par ailleurs, les
mouvements protestants ont utilisé le sport pour faconner la jeunesse
américaine selon les idéaux de la « chrétienté musculaire », mais ce projet
leur a échappé peu a peu, le sport intégrant des valeurs de plus en plus
matérialistes, compétitives et modernes, marquées par le professionnalisme
et I’organisation scientifique du travail (Darbon, p. 46).

V.2. La représentation du « christianisme musclé » dans la culture
populaire

Les chrétiens musclés n’étaient pas avant tout individuels mais
communautaires : leur tache était de soumettre la culture et de la rendre plus
chrétienne. Inspires par ce mouvement, les revivalistes urbains victoriens ont
cherché a évangéliser la nation, en diffusant I'Evangile et les valeurs
civilisatrices de la culture de la classe moyenne qui l'accompagnent
(Peterson).

Le concept de « christianisme musclé » a trouvé une place dans la
culture populaire a travers des films comme Les chariots de feu (réalisé par
le Britannique Hugh Hudson en 1981), qui met en scene des athlétes chrétiens
luttant pour concilier leur foi avec leur carriére sportive. En 1924, deux
athletes britanniques triomphent aux jeux Olympiques de Paris. Cette
brillante victoire va plus loin que le simple exploit sportif. Le plus important
dans ce triomphe, ce sont les raisons profondes qui les ont menés I'un et l'autre
sur les chemins de la victoire. Harold Abrahams (1899-1978) est britannique
juif et court pour combattre l'adversité qu'il a vécue a l'université de
Cambridge. Eric Lidell (1902-1945) est écossais, fils d'un missionnaire en
Chine, qui court pour la gloire de Dieu. Le film suit leurs vies dans les années
qui les ont menées aux jeux Olympiques (technique).

De plus, des figures héroiques dans les bandes dessinées ou le cinéma

incarnent ces idéaux en mettant en avant la force physique et la moralité
comme traits essentiels des héros (Knokaert).
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V.3.. Répercussions psychologiques et sociales

Pour les institutions religieuses, le sport est, souvent, devenu un outil
pédagogique pour transmettre une religion, pour enseigner, apprendre et
exercer le comportement qu’elle réclame ou promeut (Bauer).

Le « christianisme musclé » a eu des effets sur la formation morale et
psychologique des jeunes hommes. Les organisations comme les Scouts
(Institut) et le YMCA (University) ont joué un role clé dans le développement
de l'estime de soi et du sens du devoir (Institut). Des études sociologiques
montrent que ces mouvements ont souvent renforcé les normes de masculinité
traditionnelle tout en inculquant des valeurs de responsabilité sociale.

Conclusion

Le « christianisme musclé » a marqué un tournant dans la maniere
dont la religion et le sport peuvent étre liés. Né au XIXe siecle en réponse a
des défis sociaux et spirituels spécifiques, il a permis de redéfinir le role du
corps dans la vie chrétienne. Alors que certaines de ses manifestations,
comme le YMCA ou les Boy Scouts, continuent d'exister aujourd'hui, les
valeurs qu'il prone, telles que la discipline physique, la virilité et la défense
des plus faibles, demeurent pertinentes dans le sport contemporain.

Cependant, le « christianisme musclé » n'est pas sans limites. Son
insistance sur la force physique et I’endurance peut parfois entrer en conflit
avec les valeurs chrétiennes d'humilité et de modestie. De plus, son
association historique avec le nationalisme et I'impérialisme souleve des
questions sur la maniéere dont ces idées sont utilisées pour justifier des
comportements oppressifs.

Aujourd'hui, dans un monde ou le sport est devenu un phénomene
global, le « christianisme musclé » rappelle que le sport peut étre plus qu’une
simple compétition. Il peut étre un moyen d’expression spirituelle, une voie
vers une meilleure compréhension de soi et des autres, et un outil pour
construire un monde plus juste. Les athlétes modernes, qu'ils soient croyants
ou non, continuent de montrer que l'effort physique et I'éthique sont
indissociables dans la quéte de I'excellence sportive.
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En somme, bien que le terme « christianisme musclé » soit moins
utilisé de nos jours, les valeurs qu’il véhicule — discipline, force morale et
physique — sont toujours présentes dans le sport moderne. Cependant, il est
nécessaire de repenser certaines de ses implications, notamment celles liées a
la masculinité et a I’impérialisme. Dans un monde ou I’inclusivité et I'égalité
des genres sont devenues centrales, I'néritage du « christianisme musclé »
nécessite d'étre examiné a la lumiére des nouvelles dynamiques sociales.

CONCLUSION

“Muscular Christianity” marked a turning point in the way religion
and sport can be connected. Originating in the 19th century as a response to
specific social and spiritual challenges, it helped redefine the role of the body
in Christian life. While some of its expressions, such as the YMCA or the
Boy Scouts, continue to exist today, the values it promotes, such as physical
discipline, manliness, and defending the weak, remain relevant in
contemporary sport.

However, “Muscular Christianity” is not without its limitations. Its
emphasis on physical strength and endurance can sometimes clash with
Christian values of humility and modesty. Moreover, its historical association
with nationalism and imperialism raises questions about how these ideas are
used to justify oppressive behaviors.

Today, in a world where sport has become a global phenomenon,
“Muscular Christianity” reminds us that sport can be more than mere
competition. It can be a means of spiritual expression, a path toward better
self-understanding and understanding of others, and a tool for building a more
just world. Modern athletes, whether believers or not, continue to show that
physical effort and ethics are inseparable in the pursuit of sporting excellence.

In sum, although the term "Muscular Christianity" is less commonly
used nowadays, the values it embodies—discipline, moral, and physical
strength—are still present in modern sports. However, it is necessary to
reconsider some of its implications, especially those related to masculinity
and imperialism. In a world where inclusivity and gender equality have
become central, the legacy of “Muscular Christianity” needs to be examined
in light of new social dynamics.
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Abstract

The document analyzes the historical and contemporary impact of the
"muscular Christianity" movement. Born in 19th-century England, it emerged
amid the Industrial Revolution and social changes. Figures like Charles
Kingsley and Thomas Hughes promoted this movement, emphasizing
physical discipline in the service of Christian faith, influencing institutions
such as the YMCA and the Boy Scouts. However, this movement has also
faced criticism for its association with nationalism and imperialism, and its
focus on masculinity can sometimes contradict certain Christian values.
Today, although the term is less commonly used, its principles continue to
inspire modern sports, prompting reflection on ethics, strength, and

inclusivity.
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Abstract:
The mythological Greek heroes of Sophocles' Ajax encounter

contemporary stories of the Irag War and sexual harassment of local soldiers.
Ajax, a Greek warrior who loses to Odysseus for the armor of Achilles and
succumbs to his arrogance. McLaughlin no doubt saw striking parallels
between the Iraqg War and the Trojan War. According to McLaughlin, the
Greek “history” was most relevant to the audience of the time, and was
intended to refer to ongoing wars around the world, including Iraq
(McLaughlin, 2014). Rasha Fadhil reveals the archaic origins of Iraqi culture
at Ishtar in Baghdad. Tigris-Euphrates Valley refers to a region that included
early urban centres and water systems, as well as states and domains as well
as works and recorded religious beliefs. The region was home to the
Sumerian, Akkadian, Babylonian and Assyrian civic establishments and has
been traced back to 7000 BCE by archaeologists. For Ishtar and Tammuz, the
underworld is a metaphor for the misfortune of wealth that must be regained,
as shown by tales of their adventures in Akkadia and Sumer.
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The research
Introduction :

Alan McLaughlin's ambitious but uneven anti-war drama in the piece
of art “Ajax in Iraq” won many hearts as it showed a Greek Ajax fighter and
an American soldier fighting in Irag. This piece of art displayed the tragic
destinies intertwined. In Ajax at War, the mythological Greek heroes of
Sophocles' Ajax encounter contemporary stories of the Irag War and sexual
harassment of local soldiers (Roberts, 2020). Ajax, a Greek warrior who loses
to Odysseus for the armor of Achilles and succumbs to his arrogance. As an
alternative to Ajax, McLaughlin created the character AJ, a soldier known for
her bravery, just like her counterpart from ancient Greek. Looking at the fall
of Ajax as an example of PTSD, McLaughlin's dramatic approach bridges
two worlds, and the trauma and tragedy of war is universal. AJ and Ajax take
the stage together to stage an action sequence in the current story (Murray,
2020). The author described AJ's nervous breakdown as a reaction to sexual
abuse by her senior colleague. The show uses sexual violence to show the US
military's growing concerns about sexual harassment and assault, and PTSD
to show how soldiers feel (Najem-Meyer etal., 2021). Because in the military,
“the degree of coercion resulting from the use of rank and authority can be as
severe as the threat or use of force”, the relationship between sexual
harassment and violence is complex (England et al., 2019). Routine verbal
threats that represent the best transition from AJ evolution to personal attacks.
AJ's injury highlights the seriousness of sexual abuse in the military, which
is still required to be highlighted.

McLaughlin asks the fundamental question why humans fight with
each other or get involved in wars that only lead to loss of millions of human
lives and destruction. The majority of the population would answer that
humans get involved in wars for their freedom and democracy (Murray,
2020). Whereas the reality is that the soldiers fight with each other for the
sake of their daily survival, significantly from the ancient times to until now,
soldiers from both sides are still fighting for this (Karanika, 2021). The aim
of this paper is to highlight the significance of different ideas and elements to
make it a better piece of art and appealing to its audience.

Discussion
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Blend of mythical war of the Greeks and Modern War

McLaughlin no doubt saw striking parallels between the Iraq War and
the Trojan War. The instructive argument is that all modern wars are viewed
through the prism of the great battles of Greek mythology (Roberts, 2020).
According to McLaughlin, the Greek “history” was most relevant to the
audience of the time, and was intended to refer to ongoing wars around the
world, including Irag (McLaughlin, 2014). The reality of war, one of the most
important aspects of human life, has remained unchanged since the days of
ancient Greece, which may explain why war is given so much attention in
McLaughlin's work.

The Trojan War was the war that dominated McLaughlin's work and
Greek drama. For the Greeks, the mythical battle was the Trojan War: a little
contrived to allow them to think of war outside of modern politics. Shared
myths, which allow one to have a history and to understand and consider the
issues raised more deeply, are their tools for dealing with and discussing the
war in the public sphere (Romanello et al., 2021). For the Greeks, this was
the perfect medium for discussing the realities of war, so why not use it for
more modern discussions? McLaughlin argues that this is because “whenever
Western civilisation has considered war as a concept, it has only considered
the Trojan War from the beginning of cultural and literary history.” concept
of war, which leads to four important conclusions:
1. Wars are costly, long and destructive.
2. The massacre and subsequent suffering cannot be considered a happy
ending.
3. Nobody benefits
4. At best, the concept of military glory is dubious

McLaughlin no doubt saw striking parallels between the Iraq War and
the Trojan War. The instructive argument is that all modern wars are viewed
through the prism of the great battles of Greek mythology (Murray, 2020).
When Ajax was in Irag, the author for some reason combined both wars into
one dramatic production, but in this production, the lessons of the Trojan War
shockingly exposed the realities of the war in Irag. McLaughlin was able to
transcend time by combining these two wars - ancient and modern (Beer,
2021). Ajax in Iraq is a drama about wars, not just about two wars. Human
truths come from common myths.
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Although McLaughlin uses many Greek narrative conventions, the
play is undeniably contemporary: the Greek characters speak poetically and
sublimely; Greek and modern choirs discuss the action, sometimes combining
it in interesting ways; with the exception of the rape, the violence took place
behind-the-scenes and was communicated to viewers via instant
messengers(Roberts, 2020). For example, Athena tells us stories about the
killing of animals by Ajax, Mangus tells us about the heroism of AJ, says that
AJ killed a sheep, says AJ committed suicide. The style of the entire piece of
art is also very Greek, using a lot of words to appeal to the audience's logic
and emotions.

There is no doubt that Ajax in Iraq was a tragedy, not essentially in
the strict Aristotelian sense, but in the broader sense used today. A vicious
attack on the show's two main characters, Ajax and his current mirror, AJ
became the victim to a great cruelty, their actions are understandable given
their backstory: Ajax was betrayed by his god and the people of his country
without giving him the title he deserves (Murray, 2020). To spite Athena, she
drove him mad only to ruin herself (Bartrop, 2021). AJ is betrayed by her
seniors and other soldiers who ignore her suffering, and repeated acts of
cruelty push her to her psychological limits and self-destruction. Fate doesn't
matter here (McLaughlin, 2014). According to McLaughlin, these deaths
could have been prevented. Its message is transformation, not helplessness in
the face of fate. Viewers will learn from the story of Ajax and AJ and their
contemporaries as a call to action: These people can and should be protected
(Najem-Meyer et al., 2021).

Setting of the play

The narrator in the play was Greek goddess Athena. The audience is
infuriated by her sarcasm, which adds to her harshness. Ajax Hendry was a
demon-possessed war hero whom he portrayed as heavily made-up and
macho weightlifter. Munch’s AJ is a strong but sensitive loner kind of a
character (Murray, 2020). AJ expresses her state of mind through dance,
movement and facial expressions. The orchestra is well prepared and
performs many roles. The orchestra is well prepared and performs many roles
(Roberts, 2020). Their synchronized development/dance choreographed by
Farmanes-Bokka and Jones Welsh set the mood with fun music curated by
Farmanes-Bokka and Adam Phalen on the main stage.

With a red background, abstract carvings, helmets, and giant right
hands pointing towards Courtney Jordan Bindel's Middle Eastern set, the
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scene is simple yet metaphorical. Everything is complemented by military
bunks and wardrobe trunks. Throughout the show, lighting designer Joey
Gutman varied the hue and intensity of the light to create a contrasting
atmosphere between the ancient and modern worlds (Karanika, 2021). As
soldiers, the group was dressed in camouflage pants and T-shirts with knee
pads. When they became Greek choirs, they simply put on white masks
(Borchorst. and Siim, 2018). Ajax wore elastic bands, a modified fustanella,
skirt-like clothing, and a black leather belt. Bateman's Athena wears a bright
red scarf over a sheer white tunic. Stephanie Dunbar (Catherine
Baumgardner, wardrobe designer) designed these iconic clothing and
accessories as a visual reminder of the synergy between ancient tragedy and
modern warfare.

The stories are told by McLaughlin in alternating scenes. Half depicts
the mighty Ajax, who is crazy about Athena after being let down by the Greek
leaders Menelaus and Agamemnon. In a frenzy, he killed a herd of animals,
which he considered enemies, later, when he came to his senses, shame drove
him to suicide (Romanello et al., 2021). In the second half, AJ, the legend of
women's conflict, sinks deeper and deeper into sorrow and unhappiness as her
boss is attacked again until she finally breaks down and puts an end to it all
too (Najem-Meyer et al., 2021). And the speeches of veterans, families of
soldiers and others who returned to a country that was not favorable to them
and did not want to have anything to do with them.

Character Analysis of AJ

There is a modern version of the Ajax experience in AJ's life. AJ
stands out among a group of helpless soldiers who, after so many years on a
mission, hardly understand what they are doing in Irag. AJ was highly
capable and performed so well at pulling her friend's body out of a pile of
rubble after it had been engulfed in an explosion. With no thought of self-
defense, AJ took each of her henchmen to safety, and was admired and
applauded by her team (Romanello et al., 2021). To prove to her who the best
player in the game is, her sergeant celebrates by brutally raping her. AJ also
went mad in a fit of rage at the defenseless animals of the Iraqi peasantry and
should thank the United States for their “liberation”, as did her Sophocles
counterpart (Bartrop, 2021).

AJ is a mother, but was also a patriotic and courageous soldier who
served in the army. What A.J. The art she portrays is a product of her
circumstances—a person created by her circumstances and for her life in Iraq
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is very different from her home country. AJ is in dire need of a break from
what she does, as evidenced by her constant desire to sleep and her
willingness to volunteer for adventure missions (Murray, 2020). AJ may
avoid feelings and thoughts that as an individual does not want to face because
these tasks somehow prevent her from thinking or feeling the current situation
(Karanika, 2021). At the beginning of the play, AJ's will - her unwillingness
to feel or face her feelings - is the only thing holding back her emotions. Her
overwhelming rage and pain drives her to kill animals. She also committed
suicide by choice: running from the sergeant, the war, and her ugly behavior.

Character Analysis of Ajax

Ajax is portrayed as a great hero, stereotyping himself as a traditional,
arrogant, uncompromising, barren hero who harbors vices and limitations. In
the Iliad, Homer, who may have been Sophocles' source, also describes Ajax
as stubborn to the point of insanity (Romanello et al., 2021). The tragedy was
caused by the arrogance of Ajax, who initially refused to help the goddess
Athena. Ajax was big and noble, despite his short stage life, his
uncompromising strength, and his somewhat bawdy treatment of women
(especially when compared to the more generous Odysseus), he still
dominates the drama and makes sense (Beer, 2021).

Ajax believes that his name “Aiz", which means “beauty” in Greek,
can easily add to the oozing doom. Upon his return, he thinks of his father's
victory and applauds them. And by killing innocent cattle, he shames his
people (Zapkin, 2021). In addition, Ajax is adamant that he serves the
Vyborg, Achilles would not hesitate with his armor alone. The character
believed that would have had the armor of Achilles if Menelaus and
Agamemnon had not demanded armor for another and the gods had not
extended their hand to him.

The great warrior acknowledged his position and said that a strong
man could be killed by a weak man if it was God's will. Ajax lamented that
his opponent's pogles could move and that the Greek army despised him for
his actions (McLaughlin, 2014). As a result, no one is interested in him
anywhere, and his return home is unclear. Ajax could not raise his hand
against Telamon at home, because Telamon did not want his son to return
without a reason (Karanika, 2021). Ajax believes that Tramon would be proud
of himself when came to know that his son was fighting for a noble cause
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(Murray, 2020). Ajax came to the conclusion that a person deprived of hope
is not interested in either life or death.

Tekmessa disagreed with her husband's views and insisted that before
committing suicide, all options were invalid. Tekmessa did this after Ajax’s
death; Tekmessa and their son were slaves of the Argives. Tekmessa was
known as Ajax's concubine, a noble wife now widowed. Tekmessa supported
his parents, who lost their son at such a young age. Tekmessa felt a son for
him, and the son will miss his father very much, and there will be no small
children who will change his growing up (Romanello et al., 2021). Ajax
joined the chorus of sailors asking if they had fulfilled Tekmessa's sad
request! Tekmessa promises to follow his orders. Ajax then arranged for him
to like his child. She said she was pregnant, so their son was taken from them.
Her foresight was appreciated by the great warrior, whose son, now at the
resort, asked him for a gift.

Through art, Sophocles presents Ajax as a person full of emotions,
thoughts and responsibilities. Regret, love, friendship, patience and other
Ajax emotions are just some of them. All this time, despite his actions, he
seems to be trying to bring them together. His well-deserved conversations
with sailors and his wife Tekmessa showed that, despite the night action, Ajax
answered all questions in a brilliant tone (Zapkin, 2021). Ajax showed
responsibility when he asked the sailors to look after Eurysacs and mentioned
his armor. But like everyone has flaws, Sophocles also had flaws: he repented
of his actions and decided to commit suicide. Ajax cursed himself for
breaking his oath outside the tent (Bartrop, 2021). In his opinion, women's
words are better than the words of a tough guy like him. From his words, it
was clear that his plans to end this relationship were rejected (Romanello et
al., 2021). In addition, it was revealed that Turke Mesa confirmed the fact that
that woman would be a widow, which would make his orphan son more
vulnerable to enemies.

Ajax announces that he will bathe in grass and bury the sword he
received as a gift from Hector. After the purge, he assumed responsibility to
both commanders and carried out their orders without hesitation (Beer, 2021).
Ajax asks Tekmessa to pray to the gods in the tent to fulfill his wish. If Teucer
arrived during his absence, he ordered the sailors from Salamis to carry his
message. He assured the sailors that his miserable life was over and
everything would be fine. The sailors of Salamis were very happy with his
words and thanked the gods for dispelling the fog in Ajax's mind.
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Societal Issues highlighted in the Drama
Gender inequality
Throughout history, women have been considered inferior and unequal to
men. In this novel, the author utilizes both the current scenario of the US
military and the example of Ajax from ancient times to highlight one of the
most significant issues of the society (England et al., 2019). Women's rights
seem like an endless topic in male-dominated Western culture; society has
yet to level the playing field, despite evidence of gender inequality that has
existed for thousands of years (Zapkin, 2021). As modern as our culture may
seem, humans still have much in common with the ancient civilizations of
Greece and Mesopotamia. In the ancient world, women were treated
differently than men (Romanello et al., 2021). In fact, they are considered
subordinate to men, deprived of any rights and privileges in certain areas.
However, in some areas of Ancient Greece, women are considered irrational,
timid and materialistic (Bartrop, 2021). According to Sacks, “Greece,” one of
the reasons women were kept at home was because they were considered
vulnerable to sexual temptation or other pranks if they went out alone.
War causes of destruction

This piece highlighted the fact that war has no benefits not even in
ancient times and not in the present times as well. It will only cause loss and
nothing else. Everyone whose lives were affected by the war suffered greatly
in the country where the war was going on. Soldiers and their families may
suffer physically and psychologically as a result of participating in
peacekeeping or peace enforcement operations (Romanello et al., 2021). In
most modern Western countries, war is perceived negatively as a
phenomenon that destroys peaceful societies and profoundly changes people's
lives. Of course, war affects people in different ways, depending on many
different factors (Neely, 2021). On the other hand, war has many negative
consequences for society. First of all, this has a negative impact on the
demographic situation (Zapkin, 2021). The devastating destruction of cities
and the long-term impact on the world economy is one of the consequences
of the war. Infrastructure, public health and public order are severely affected
by armed conflict mentally (Murray, 2020). The destruction of settlements,
public infrastructure, hospitals and living structures has had a huge impact on
human society. Wars cause political and economic instability and
unspeakable sadness. People's daily lives are under threat (England et al.,
2019). Finding a job and managing your daily life can be a challenge. To
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ensure their safety, people are being evacuated and must remain on the move.
Some suffer emotional and physical scars for the rest of their lives.

The fact that war can destroy societies and nations has profound
political implications. Civil liberties were limited during the war. Freedom of
speech, freedom of choice and the activities of political parties and civil
society are often severely restricted by states of emergency or war. Both sides
created competing photographs (Davenport et al., 2019). Dissident citizens
lack trust, and their relationship with the opposition or “hostile” territories
has been strained and poisoned over the years (Romanello et al., 2021).
Damage to infrastructure can lead to a catastrophic collapse of social
infrastructure, infrastructure, and education and health systems. Educational
standards have fallen in many war-torn countries as educational institutions
and schools have been destroyed (Murray, 2020). If any particular
infrastructure is severely damaged, other systems such as the economy can be
severely affected. This includes deficiencies in specific transport routes
within the city that may hinder the proper functioning of the economy.
Sexual Assault and Rape in Military

As the number of cases of rape and sexual assault in the US military
continues to rise, it seems that the authorities are taking small preemptive
steps to try to bring the perpetrators to justice and put an end to these horrific
incidents (Karanika, 2021). It seems that the military cannot solve this
problem alone, and it seems that our nation must intervene to stop these
crimes, bring the perpetrators to justice, and give the victims the help and
support they need. To get to the bottom of the problem, it is important to
understand why rape is so common in the military, why these crimes are often
underreported, and what the military and our country can do to prevent future
rape. (Zapkin, 2021) Many women told stories of being raped in the army.
Each of these women was forced to have sex, but none of their actions
indicated an interest in sex. Sexual abuse is prevalent in most American
institutions and societies. The US military is one of the sexual assault
agencies and has been the subject of numerous scandals that have attracted
widespread media attention (Neely, 2021). The victims of these attacks are
both men and women working in these services, but women are at greater
risk. A study of the experience of female soldiers during the Irag War revealed
post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) caused by sexual assault and war-
related stress. About 16% of Afghan and Iragi members were investigated
and there were several reports of sexual harassment (Romanello et al., 2021).
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In addition, about 5% of men also reported experiencing pain during sex.
According to the Pentagon, approximately 85 percent of cases of sexual
assault in the military go unreported. The soldiers are so afraid of the
consequences and humiliation for reporting crimes that they keep silent. Both
men and women in the US military have reportedly been victims of sexual
assault (Murray, 2020). However, most cases of sexual violence go
unreported due to fear of repercussions and stigma. Various programs and
approaches have been developed to track rape in the military.

Facts that made Ajax in Iraq unique

When the author takes on a script about the American military
presence in lrag, she returns to Sophocles Ajax - his feelings of betrayal,
shame, irrationality, and then painful and sober suicide. Because his demands
on me were so difficult to satisfy, the writer returned to the hero's thorn bush
almost against my will (Zapkin, 2021). Because Ellen needs their help with
the material, the writers hope to work with theater graduates not just as actors,
but as fellow artists. In the sense that her generation was essentially sending
their own to fight, the war in Iraq seemed to be their war, not hers. The writer
knows how everyone is feeling, but she wants to know what it means to them.
Ellen told them that she would use the information they gave her to create
something that would include both their ideas and her own.

Some students talked to their grandparents, who told them stories
about life during World War Il that the students had never heard before.
Others spoke on the streets to homeless Vietham veterans or returning
soldiers, some of whom were friends or relatives of the students. There are
various forms of performance such as scenes, monologues and dance music
(Neely, 2021). Most of the works are smart, subtle and beautiful. After the
first round of workshops, the audience felt overwhelmed and unsure how to
organize the piece, as the students produced about 30 hours of material that
varied greatly in theme and tone (Romanello et al., 2021). The author always
turns to the Greeks when in doubt, especially when it comes to structure. The
authors also found that when they began to directly investigate the war in Iraq,
the horrific story of Ajax best reflected the horrific chaos they were
investigating.

Facts that made Ajax in Irag unique
When the author takes on a script about the American military
presence in lrag, she returns to Sophocles Ajax - his feelings of betrayal,
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shame, irrationality, and then painful and sober suicide. Because his demands
on me were so difficult to satisfy, the writer returned to the hero's thorn bush
almost against my will (Zapkin, 2021). Because Ellen needs their help with
the material, the writers hope to work with theater graduates not just as actors,
but as fellow artists. In the sense that her generation was essentially sending
their own to fight, the war in Iraq seemed to be their war, not hers. The writer
knows how everyone is feeling, but she wants to know what it means to them.
Ellen told them that she would use the information they gave her to create
something that would include both their ideas and her own.

Some students talked to their grandparents, who told them stories
about life during World War Il that the students had never heard before.
Others spoke on the streets to homeless Vietnam veterans or returning
soldiers, some of whom were friends or relatives of the students. There are
various forms of performance such as scenes, monologues and dance music
(Neely, 2021). Most of the works are smart, subtle and beautiful. After the
first round of workshops, the audience felt overwhelmed and unsure how to
organize the piece, as the students produced about 30 hours of material that
varied greatly in theme and tone (Romanello et al., 2021). The author always
turns to the Greeks when in doubt, especially when it comes to structure. The
authors also found that when they began to directly investigate the war in Iraq,
the horrific story of Ajax best reflected the horrific chaos they were
investigating.

The psychological impact of current wars on veterans has been the
subject of much research. The author and his team have identified the
prevailing pattern of suicide among soldiers today, both during missions and
after returning to civilian life (Davenport et al., 2019). A common experience
among soldiers is the feeling of shame and guilt that their ingrained ideas of
good and evil have been harmed, what military psychiatrists call moral trauma
(Zapkin, 2021). This mental health issue can also lead to “insanity” where
soldiers attack innocent civilians, prisoners in their care, or increasingly their
own soldiers (Romanello et al., 2021). Loss of trust in commanders, a sense
of betrayal and, above all, a sense of humiliation by the US military -
“demobilized”, as evidenced by the suicide note of a soldier who once served
with pride - seem to be common themes in many of these suicides and
psychotic episodes. .

The audience also asked reporter Ellen McLaughlin to pay attention
to the widespread predation of soldiers by their commanders or fellow
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soldiers, in particular sexual harassment and rape, perhaps because there are
more women than men in this group (Zapkin, 2021). Rape as an act of
repression and domination, as all military history tells us, is not surprising, if
not terrifying in the face of the kind of aggression that war can unleash. But
now that so many women in the military (one in seven active duty) serve on
an equal footing with men and expect to be treated like fellow soldiers, it has
taken on a new urgency (Najem-Meyer et al., 2021). “Rank rape” or “order
rape” is especially traumatic because the victims suffer at the hands of those
they must obey and rely on for survival. This is betrayal in its purest form.

Another recurring theme is confusion. Since civilians resemble
insurgents and insurgents resemble civilians, soldiers are likely to “knock
down the wrong door” from time to time, causing hostility in the communities
they seek to control. However, Iraqi soldiers were most confused by their
purpose (Romanello et al., 2021). Every soldier has his own view of what he
does. At the end of the day, a soldier riding at high speed in an army dining
car almost always feels like he's risking his life over a big pile of ice-cold
soda. One of the most dangerous things one can do in Iraq is drive a truck -
soldiers often do this - because the damage done by roadside explosives far
exceeds the damage done in direct combat (Beer, 2021). Managing this risk
makes warriors feel cheated by the boss again, because literally the best
guarantee of this weapon is better knowledge.

All these themes attracted the author, including confusion and
injustice, shame, betrayal of one's own party, and the isolation of soldiers who
committed suicide. Despite the obvious content of the classic text, it seemed
to the author that the creation of a modern version of the script with the
woman Ajax (known as AJ) was not enough to convey the seriousness of the
original text (Zapkin, 2021). Similarly, the relatively simple new version of
Sophocles’ play fails to adequately capture the complexities and
characteristics of the Iraq War and the ways in which the author and his team
are trying to solve it (McLaughlin, 2014). Therefore, the author decided to
combine two equally important and interconnected narratives - modern and
classical - each of which enriches and deepens the other (Neely, 2021). When
these two currents are intertwined in counterpoint, the author loved the flash
of the female-male, modern, folk-poetic double resonance in tragedy. In the
classical and modern part of my drama, Athena, the goddess of war and the
dark, terrifying embodiment of Ajax's madness, rules (Romanello et al.,
2021). The author directs the action and addresses the audience with learned
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and cynical force. Athena enters in full costume and speaks to us in the first
minutes of the performance, while the audience looks at the closed tent and
listens to muffled screams coming from inside. The Greek belief in warfare
as the most masculine activity, with a female deity as the main deity, has
always fascinated the author. Neither the gods nor the people took Ares
seriously. )

The author was also intrigued by the idea that Athena is the goddess
of reason and that madness also reins - no rational thinking: madness.
Likewise, it is capable of undermining the insight, strategy, and cunning it
provides. As we watch two great warriors, one modern, one ancient, sink into
rampant infamy, PTSD is our guide to Athena(Najem-Meyer et al., 2021). As
in the classic text, the fall of Ajax occurs at the beginning of the play, while
the fall of A.J. happening at the top (Petersen et al., 2019). When AJ reported
to an officer who, instead of rewarding her for her bravery, insulted, raped,
drove her insane and killed a flock of sheep (Romanello et al., 2021). AJ made
a heroic move by saving her friends on a freight train. At the end of the play,
when the man and woman from Ajax stand alone on the stage, two parallel
stories merge into one. At one time, both players - Ajax and A.J. - freed from
their bloody delusions, they are sick with shame (Davenport et al., 2019).
Hello, we do not know each other, but they exchange speech when they are
ready to bite. While they were talking quietly, Ajax sharpened her sword, and
then buried the hilt in the sand; AJ cleaned up and got ready to pop the M16
into her mouth.

McLaughlin asked the actor who played the “famous British
Arab” Gertrude Bell (McLaughlin, Ajax in Iraq 4) to use sand and a rake to
draw a topographical map of Irag on stage before the play began, arbitrarily
defining Irag's modern borders as a country. The idea that Irag as we know it
is essentially a “fictional place” is conveyed to the audience through this
tentative action (McLaughlin, “Ajax 157). The fact that this event occurs early
in the game also suggests that these boundaries are relevant to the following
questions. In fact, much of today's conflict in Iraq stems from the boundaries
Bell helped create in the early 20th century. Seeing the fall of Ajax as an
example of PTSD, McLaughlin's dramatic approach bridges two worlds, and
the trauma and tragedy of war are universal. Ajax and AJ team up on stage to
perform choreographed action sequences in the current story. James Bain
described AJ's nervous breakdown as a reaction to sexual abuse by her boss.
The show uses sexual violence to show the US military's growing concerns
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about sexual harassment and assault, and PTSD to show how soldiers feel.
Because in the military, “the level of coercion fostered by the use of rank and
power can be as severe as the threat or use of force”, the relationship between
sexual harassment and violence is complex. The usual verbal threats from
AJ's superiors turned into physical attacks. AJ's injury highlights the
seriousness of sexual abuse in the military, which has yet to be dealt with.
Rasha Fadhil's Ishtar in Baghdad is a play in which Mesopotamian gods are
brought into war-torn Baghdad as people who are not only witnesses to the
destruction of the city and its inhabitants, but who are both protected by
American troops and tortured by them. Relics, rather than being shown as
pictures of her country's societal heritage, are resurrected by her. This fits
with her image of Iraqi people as adaptable, as she argues that they, like the
heavenly creatures, will be restored to their original brilliance at some point
in time as ripe divine beings. Fadhil's promotion of the folklore of these two
people as emblematic of Iragi thinking notwithstanding the assault and
specifically the Abu Ghraib agony outcry will be diagrammed in the
following. We will link the deities’ promise of resurrection, which occurs at
the end of the play, to the notion of sumud, or "immovability,” as a feature of
the Iragi individual (Stuckey, no date). Essentially, the producer conveys
Irag's ancient past as social capital. Iragi author and lobbyist Fadhil now
resides in Lebanon. The Iragi Ministry of Culture has recognised her work,
and she has won awards for short stories and stage plays all around the globe.
This play was given a prepared reading by an Australian group of
understudies in Ishtar in Baghdad. Her plays have been staged around the
Middle East.
5.2.2 The use of mythology in the play Ishtar in Baghdad

Fadhil reveals the archaic origins of Iragi culture at Ishtar in Baghdad.
Tigris-Euphrates Valley refers to a region that included early urban centres
and water systems, as well as states and domains as well as works and
recorded religious beliefs. The region was home to the Sumerian, Akkadian,
Babylonian and Assyrian civic establishments and has been traced back to
7000 BCE by archaeologists. For Ishtar and Tammuz, the underworld is a
metaphor for the misfortune of wealth that must be regained, as shown by
tales of their adventures in Akkadia and Sumer. It's clear from this passage
that Abu Ghraib has been conflated with the dream. CBS aired a storey that
showed graphic images of Iraqi inmates being tortured in a facility built on
the grounds of an old jail used by Hussein's regime (Chathier, 2018). The
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images were captured in the autumn of 2003. Many of the inmates are stripped
down to their underwear and placed in humiliating or even sexually explicit
postures. Troopers from the U.S. military are shown joyfully interacting with
detainees and even a dead corpse. The images were widely disseminated and
tarnished the image of the United States as a rescuer of the Iraqgi people. Fadhil
paints the invasion and occupation as an attack on the contemporary Iraqi
population as well as the country's ancient past by linking the daydream to
the jail's disgrace and, in an indirect manner, referencing the destruction of
the Iraq National Museum.

During Fadhil's performance, Ishtar and Tammuz start off on a path
that mirrors the one described in their tradition. First, Ishtar and Tammuz visit
war-torn Baghdad, and then they are detained in Abu Ghraib for interrogation.
Astonished by what they may learn from roosting in a faraway realm, the gods
and angels drop down to aid their children, the Iraqi people and restore the
country to its natural state (Hussien, 2021). They observe a bomb in Baghdad
and rush to aid the victims. Individuals screaming for assistance, a solitary
young lady, a wounded guy, a group of teenage males curious about the
incident and an Iragi woman who lost her kid three years ago are all among
the Iraqi civilians they see after the blast. Various Iragi-themed persons
respond to the explosion in different ways. It's possible that some people feel
scared by the immediate savagery, while others seem to be exhausted by the
sustained battle.

Divine creatures' claims about their identities leave them perplexed. In
Arabic, the name Tammuz refers to the month of July, therefore a wounded
man does not understand Ishtar's request for assistance in locating her missing
companion. Sumer is only a brand of smoke for young males. The young
woman, who is alone, is concerned about missing an evaluation since she has
misplaced her textbooks. Other Iraqi characters have blasted assessments of
their social heritage, which shows that they have either forgotten or had it
ripped from them under the strain of defending something essential that links
them to the ground. Among them is the roadside vendor, who puts on display
on the tarmac in front of her sweets she claims to have cooked for her missing
kid. She says he disappeared in another explosion almost three years before.
The woman continues to believe he is still alive since she received the kid's
school bag back (Strommenger, 2020).

The Mesopotamian gods Ishtar and Tammuz are Fadhil's "semi-
heavenly shadow reappeared in Baghdad for assuring their common roots in
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this place of suffering and for showing the appalling for the destructing and
damage .Ishtar and Tammuzs's coming down to earth questions the identity
of the strangers who damage the earth with heavy arms" (Sulaiman, 2020)

Following her observation of his clenched numerical note pads, she
laments that his educators did not teach him that "two less one equals zero,"
a condition that assesses her sorrows. She wants him to come to her with the
sweets, and she would accept that he "take [her] with him™ as payment, which
means that she would rather die with him than go on living without him at
that moment. Despite her initial hostility towards Ishtar, the merchant
eventually comes to her aid, pointing out that she saw the removal of Tammuz
and warning her not to go looking for him. Ishtar doesn't take her advice into
consideration. She's on a quest to find her beloved before safeguarding him
from the underworld, as shown in many fantasy versions. Ishtar is quickly
apprehended by the Americans since she is so confident in herself.

There are also stories of the second effect of the divine beings'
excursion, in which they and their kin detainees suffer maltreatment at the
hands of American warriors in the underworld, which is the community of
confinement, recalling the exhausting stripping down of Ishtar and the
savagery incurred by Eresh kigal. The inmates are beaten, subjected to
electroshock, forced to move, chained up and made to bark like dogs, piled
high, undressed, and otherwise abused. The abuses shown in the Abu Ghraib
images are largely responsible for this (General, 2021). a report issued in 2004
as a result of a tactical examination led by Major General Antonio Taguba
found that the United States military had committed numerous abuses against
Iraqi prisoners, including shooting and beating homosexuality and assault
demonstrations, recording and capturing male and female prisoners stripped
of clothing, numerous prisoners in physically unambiguous stances and
constrained sexual displays, organising prisoners in human heaps, bouncing
and more. Fadhil compares the American invasion of Irag's National Museum
to the Mongolian invasion in the thirteenth century, which he compared to
that of the United States in the twenty-first century. The end of the Islamic
Golden Age was marked by the Mongolian invasion in Baghdad in 1253. Rich
culture and developments in science and art were hallmarks of the Abbasid
Empire, which was controlled from Baghdad and lasted until the Mongolian
invasion in the year 750 C.E. Up to 800,000 of the city's residents were
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slaughtered by Hulagu and his troops. They destroyed libraries and mosques,
plundering the Caliph's repository in the process. It was an lIragi assault on
the Irag National Museum in 2003 that took place while American forces
fought back since the United States had failed to adequately prepare its troops
for the aftermath of the strike. On March 20, 2003, the invasion of Iraq began;
on April 5, American forces occupied Baghdad; and the gallery was
plundered from April 8 to 16, 2003 (Mahmood, 2018). The Mesopotamian
treasures of antiquity are held in the display hall as the world's primary
repository. According to Major General Taguba and the Western press, the
American military has been accused of protecting the library and files in an
inadequate manner, but lIraqgis who assaulted the premises seem, by all
accounts, to be responsible for the actual destruction. Although it should be
predicted, a few rumours, probably pushed by Baathist sympathisers, directly
criticise the United States. As a consequence, Fadhil has created characters
like Ishtar and Tammuz to represent Mesopotamian relics that were savaged
by American troops in the play.
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IV. CONCLUSION

Rasha Fadhil's Ishtar in Baghdad is a play in which Mesopotamian gods are
brought into war-torn Baghdad as people who are not only witnesses to the
destruction of the city and its inhabitants, but who are both protected by
American troops and tortured by them. Relics, rather than being shown as
pictures of her country's societal heritage, are resurrected by her. This fits
with her image of Iraqi people as adaptable, as she argues that they, like the
heavenly creatures, will be restored to their original brilliance at some point
in time as ripe divine beings.When McLaughlin takes on a script about the
American military presence in lIraq, she returns to Sophocles Ajax - his
feelings of betrayal, shame, irrationality, and then painful and sober suicide.
Because his demands on me were so difficult to satisfy, the writer returned to
the hero's thorn bush almost against my will (Zapkin, 2021). Because Ellen
needs their help with the material, the writers hope to work with theater
graduates not just as actors, but as fellow artists. In the sense that her
generation was essentially sending their own to fight, the war in Iraq seemed
to be their war, not hers.
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