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Abstract:

This research paper examines one of the prominent figures in education
and in the moral and social formation of the human being, namely Ibn
Miskawayh (Ahmad ibn Mohammad Miskawayh). He was among the earliest
thinkers to address ethics and the philosophy of education in a systematic
manner and is considered one of the first to direct attention to ethical studies
among Islamic philosophers. He sought to reconcile theory and practice and
showed particular concern for the moral upbringing of the young so that they
might grow up grounded in virtue. This vision is clearly articulated in his
purposefully structured and practically oriented work, Tahdhib al-Akhlaq wa
Tathir al-A'raq, a book distinguished by its clear organization, strong
argumentation, lucid style, and an overarching spirit of hope and optimism.
The paper explores Ibn Miskawayh’s theory of education as an integrated
ethical-pedagogical project aimed at building the human being through the
refinement of the soul and the rectification of conduct. In a context marked
by increasing value-based challenges in the contemporary world—challenges
that have led to moral imbalance and a decline in the humanistic dimension
of education—there emerges a pressing need to re-examine the Islamic
philosophical heritage in search of theoretical foundations capable of morally
reconstructing the human person.

Accordingly, the central problem of this study is: To what extent can Ibn
Miskawayh’s theory of education be regarded as a comprehensive ethical—
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educational project for human formation, and how relevant is it in confronting
contemporary value-based challenges?

The study aims to uncover the philosophical and ethical foundations upon
which Ibn Miskawayh’s educational theory is built, to highlight the practical
orientation of his pedagogical thought through an analysis of Tahdhib al-
Akhlag wa Tathir al-A'raq, to clarify the relationship in his thought between
the moral formation of the individual and the reform of society, and to assess
the contemporary relevance of his project in addressing current crises of
values.

Methodologically, the study adopts the analytical method to examine the
central concepts of Ibn Miskawayh’s educational theory, as well as the
historical method to situate his ideas within their philosophical and
civilizational context. The objective is to demonstrate that his educational
theory is grounded in an integrated conception of the human soul, wherein
moderation among its faculties constitutes the foundation for the acquisition
of virtue. Education, in his view, is a gradual process of moral refinement
based on training and habituation rather than mere cognitive instruction.
Furthermore, his pedagogical project transcends the individual level to
encompass societal reform, grounded in the centrality of ethics to human
civilization.

Keywords: Education — Ethics — Miskawayh — Changing Society — Human
Formation.
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