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Abstract:

Moroccan poets have long been shaped by a cultural environment
deeply attached to tea and coffee, an influence that found rich poetic
expression in works of diverse meters, rhythms, and stylistic forms. These
poems range from light and playful in tone to elevated and refined in
language. Many Moroccan poets engaged with the themes of tea and coffee,
celebrating their virtues and benefits. Some approached the subject from a
juristic or argumentative perspective, others adopted humor and wit, while
some focused on detailed descriptive portrayals of the tea tray and the
etiquette and qualities of its host. Still others favored strategies of riddling,
suggestion, and suspense. Earlier poets thus fulfilled what they perceived as
their poetic duty toward tea by praising it, competing in the depiction of its
merits, and emphasizing its advantages. Contemporary poets have also made
their own contributions, celebrating tea and exploring its effects on both mind
and spirit. Poetic inclinations differed, and preferences became clearly
divided between tea and coffee. A number of poets openly aligned themselves
with coffee and defended it, yet the majority ultimately championed tea,
showing a marked preference for it over coffee. Ultimately, the present study
seeks to encourage further scholarly inquiry into the poetry of drinks and
foods, a rich field that remains largely unexplored.

Keywords: tea / coffee / Moroccan poetry/ Representations/ Discourse
Structure.
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