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Abstract:

Najaf was one of the Iraqi cities that suffered greatly under the Ottoman
occupation. However, since the third decade of the nineteenth century, it
began to take clear and tangible steps towards revival, due to objective
factors, the most important of which was the intense competition that arose
within the religious establishment itself between the traditionalists (Akhbaris)
and the modernists (Usuliyyun), who emphasized reason and logic in
weighing the narrations and hadiths upon which Islamic law is based. This
trend within Najaf was reinforced by regional political events, most notably
the Constitutional Revolution in Iran (1905-1911) and the Constitutional
Revolution in the Ottoman Empire, which erupted in 1908. The people of
Najaf were divided between supporters of the constitution and democracy,
who were called the "Constitutionalists," and those who rejected and opposed
it, who were called the "Despots." This division manifested itself, on more
than one occasion, as conflict, even bloody clashes, reflecting the extent of
the intellectual and political influence on the people of Najaf, especially those
who began to consciously grasp these political ideas and principles, a
conscious awareness that deepened in their consciousness over time.
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