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Conclusion

The political crisis was not the result of a rapid, unprepared and
unplanned movement as some try to portray it, especially those who planned
and participated in the implementation, to justify the abject failure that
surprised them, and it was not in their calculations as a result of the high
confidence in the planning rules that they were accustomed to in the past, but
that failed coup was the last step in a process that began to be prepared since
Hugo Chavez came to power in December 1999, with an overwhelming
majority that no elected president in Latin America has achieved since the
countries of that region abandoned the military coups that were prevalent
throughout the second half of the twentieth century and embraced the
principle of Western democracy. Hence, it was strange for anyone to expect
a military coup planned by the losing forces in the path of the new Venezuelan
president, with the support of the United States in an attempt to return to the
era of coups to ensure control over the natural resources in Venezuela,
especially oil, of which it imports approximately one and a half million
barrels per day, which seems necessary given the short distance of its
production areas in Venezuela from the American market, and through the
journey of searching for a way to implement the first coup (civilian - In Latin
America, the United States found in Pedro Carmona, the head of the
Businessmen's Union, the right man to be the civilian face of the military coup
in Venezuela, so as not to provoke some of the world powers with conflicting
interests, such as the European Union countries, to reject a military coup and
prefer a (constitutional) coup that would remove the elected president.
However, the foreign policy planners in the United States did not expect a
large part of the military in Venezuela to refuse to play a secondary role in a
coup that could not succeed without providing it with cover and protection.
At the same level, the American administration did not need reasons to push
it to overthrow Hugo Chavez, because it considered him from the beginning
one of its enemies who needed to be removed from the political arena in Latin
America. The American authorities placed Hugo Chavez at the top of the list
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of figures who needed to be eliminated in any way and by any means, even if
it required a military coup similar to the coups that the American intelligence
was planning and leading during the second half of the twentieth century.
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Political crisis in Venezuela 10-14 April 2002
M. M. Asaad Ali Suleiman
Anbar University
asaad.ali@uoanbar.edu.iq
Abstract
Venezuela was exposed, during the period from April 10-14, 2002, to the
largest political crisis represented by the occurrence of several coups against
the legitimate authority within three consecutive days. It was the largest and
most dangerous crisis to hit that Latin American country in thirty-five years,
as the last political and military coup occurred against the legitimate and
constitutional authority, and three presidents assumed power in less than four
days. The political reactions that accompanied that were blatantly
contradictory to the declared political principles of the perpetrators of those
actions, and their occurrence in particular from “democratic” institutions
inside and outside the country, clearly revealed the extent to which the
international political situation had reached in light of the United States of
America’s attempts to exploit its hegemony over the world after it became the
“sole pole” that holds the keys to stability and anxiety in the entire world.

Keywords / Venezuela, US intervention, Hugo Chavez, Rio Group,
OPEC
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